SABC EDITORIAL CODE OF PRACTICE

1. PREAMBLE: THE CORE EDITORIAL VALUES OF THE SABC

Public broadcasters world wide share many features relating to independence, accountability and diversity.  However, the SABC's context has unique facets that also determine its positioning.  These relate to South Africa's challenges as a young democracy and a society in transition.  The challenges are captured neatly in the preamble to the Constitution, which sets out the objectives of the South African constitution as these:

· To heal the divisions of the past and establish a society based on democratic values, social justice and fundamental human rights

· To lay the foundations for a democratic and open society in which government is based on the will of the people and every citizen is equally protected by the law

· To improve the quality of life of all citizens and free the potential of each person

· To build a united and democratic South Africa able to take its rightful place as a sovereign state in the family of nations

Those national objectives therefore underpin the values and principles that define the SABC's role as a public broadcaster: to play a part in healing divisions of the past; to promote respect for democratic values and human rights; to supply information that allows citizens to exercise their rights, and to reflect the rich diversity of a united South Africa.

The values articulated in the Constitution — including national development, unity, diversity, non-racism, non-sexism, democracy and human dignity — represent those things that are commonly held by South Africans to be important.  They bridge political, class, racial and gender divides, and although we are still at the start of our project of national development, those are what anchor us as a nation.  For the public broadcaster, then, they must form the foundations of our editorial policies.

Among the core editorial values for the SABC are these
:

Equality

The SABC provides programmes for everyone, in all the official languages, and promotes universal access to its services.

Editorial Independence
The SABC is governed by the Charter of the Corporation, which enshrines the journalistic, creative and programming independence of the staff of the corporation, and the constitutionally protected freedom of expression.

Nation Building

The SABC celebrates South Africa's national identity and culture, and provides its citizens with the information they need to participate in building our democracy.

Diversity

The SABC reflects South Africa's diverse languages, cultures, provinces and people in its programmes.

Human Dignity

The SABC respects the inherent dignity of all the South Africans, reflects them in all their diversity, and does not use language or images that convey stereotypical or prejudiced notions of South Africa's races, cultures and sexes.

Accountability

In discharging their editorial responsibilities, SABC management and staff are accountable to the SABC Board, which is charged with ensuring that the corporation complies with the Charter.

Transparency

The SABC ensures that the principles of honesty, openness and transparency are core to every aspect of its relationships with shareholder, stakeholders, suppliers and the public.

2. EDITORIAL CODE OF THE SABC – THE CODE OF PRACTICE
The values give rise to an Editorial Code that underpins all the programming.  This Code was developed by the SABC Board in 1993, and has now been revised to incorporate recent developments and changes in the law.  The Code affirms commitment to the principle of editorial independence as it relates to SABC programmes. 
· We are committed to a high standard of accuracy, fairness and impartiality and we therefore report, contextualise, and present news and current affairs honestly by striving to disclose all the essential facts and by not suppressing relevant, available facts, or distorting by wrong or improper emphasis.

· We are committed to fulfilling the rights of all South Africans to receive and impart information and ideas and we further understand that if South Africans are to meet the challenges of building a nation and a strong democracy, they must have access to relevant, reliable, and timely information of the best quality.  In covering newsworthy events, we aim to give them what they need in order to make informed decisions about their lives.

· We commission, produce and broadcast programmes in a variety of genres and formats, and strive to ensure that the SABC's core values are upheld in commissioning, acquisition and production of the programmes.

· We are aware of the danger of discrimination being furthered by the media, and therefore, in accordance with the Constitutional principle of equality and our commitment to the equitable treatment of all segments of the South African population, we avoid promoting discrimination through the SABC's programmes on the grounds of gender, race, language, culture, political persuasion, class, sexual orientation, religious belief, marital status, or disability.

· We do not allow advertising, commercial, political or personal considerations to influence our editorial decisions.  The SABC is expected to provide information, and as part of this duty should evaluate, analyse and critically appraise government policies and programmes.  The SABC is not the mouthpiece of the government of the day, nor should it broadcast its opinion of government policies, unless they relate directly to broadcasting matters.

· We respect individuals' legitimate right to privacy, and should not do anything that entails intrusion into private grief and distress, unless it is justified by overriding considerations of public interest.

· We are circumspect and sensitive in presenting any form of brutality, violence, atrocities or personal grief.

· We seek balance by presenting relevant views on matters of importance, as far as possible.  This may not always be achieved in a single programme or news bulletin, but should be done within a reasonable time. 

· We are guided by news merit and judgement in reaching editorial decisions.  Fairness does not require editorial staff to be unquestioning, nor the SABC to give every side of an issue the same amount of time.

· In serving the public's right to know, we are enterprising in perceiving, pursuing and presenting issues that affect society and individuals.

· We are free from obligation to any interest group, and committed to the public's right to know.

· We do not accept gifts, favours, free travel, special treatment, or privileges that could compromise our integrity, and any such offer is to be disclosed.

· We identify ourselves and our employer before obtaining any information for broadcasting.  As a general rule, journalism should be conducted openly.  Covert methods may be used only with due regard to their legality, to considerations such as fairness and invasion of privacy, and to whether the information being sought is so significant that it warrants public disclosure but cannot be obtained by other means.

· We resolutely uphold the principle of journalistic freedom and see the protection of a journalist's sources as an important part of this principle.  If the protection of a source were to become a legal matter, the SABC would not advise its employees to refuse to obey a court order, but would make its legal counsel available for advice and to present legal argument in court to protect the source.

· We do our utmost to make a timely correction of any information that was broadcast and is found to be inaccurate.

· We foster open dialogue with our viewers and listeners, as we are accountable to the public for our reports.

· We aim to tell stories from a South African point of view and deal with issues that are important to South Africans.  This includes local, African and global issues.  We endeavour to contextualise for South Africans their life as global citizens, and to recount the story of South Africa in all its variety and complexity.  Given our history, and that South Africa is part of Africa, we see it as our responsibility to endeavour to represent Africa and African stories fairly and diversely.

· We support South African culture and develop programmes that are identifiably South African and contribute to a sense of national identity; to a sense of shared experience and the goal of nation building. 

· We are committed to being a truly national broadcaster, providing a showcase of all South Africa’s provinces and peoples.

· We have a mandate to provide for a wide range of audience interests, beliefs and perspectives. We therefore provide a programme mix that suits a variety of tastes and reflects the diverse make-up of South Africa.  This extends to languages, cultures and geographical regions. 
· We are committed to being the voice and to telling the story of every South African.  Accordingly, we strive to:
· provide a range of distinctive, creative and top quality programmes in all 11 official languages across our radio and television portfolio, and strive to reflect the needs of each language community in our programming

· maintain distinct and separate radio services in each of the 11 official languages

· treat all the official languages equitably on our television services

· integrate South Africa Sign Language into broadcasting as a means of making programming accessible to people with hearing disabilities

· strive to include other non-official languages spoken in South Africa, with particular emphasis on the Khoi, Nama and San languages. 

� These values are reflected in various of the SABC’s editorial policies, including the policies on programming, news, language, local content and universal service and access.
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